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By W. IvaNow

Soon after the fall of Maymiin-diz (i.e. the last day of
654 A.H., or the 19th Nov. 1256), the chief fortress of 2
other Ismaili strongholds were captured and ruined by M
and,—as is well known,—their inhabifants were brutally sla;
ed. The last ruler of Alamit, the Ismaili Tmam R\lknu d.
Khiirshiih, perished on his way to Mongolia, and his relatives were.
put to death. Tn all historical works after this no indication is
found relating to the continuation of the family of the Imams, and
even Tsmailis in general are referred to only during the earliest
subsequent period. Later on the term mulhid, or ‘heretic’, which
was applied to the sectarians, becomes increasingly vague, and for
about six hundred years the sect almost disappears from history’s
pages. For all these reasons it was regarded in Orientalistic circles
as alniost an established fact that the family of the Imams was
annihilated bthe Mongols, and that practically no Ismailis remain-
ed in Persia.

Thus, when during the last two decades, or o, genuine Ismaili
works became accessible to students, and when it was found that
they contained numerous references to the Imams who flourished
after the fall of Alamit, this information was met with much sus-
picion and distrust. But the gradual study of these new documents
left no room for doubt as to the fact that at least many of the Imams,
whose names are preserved by oral tradition, really existed. Every
student of Islam in mediweval Persia, and of her spiritual evolution,
would be tantalized to know more a{mut this mysterious movement
which had enough latent force and vitality to survive six hunded
years of © U y, however, there
i3 very little historical m!"onm!mn available. ~The reasons are

he precarious existence of the community did not produce
the people of superior_education and literary tastes who coul
take up the subject. Tsmailis were living in’isolated groups, or
“nests’, which had little to do one with the other. Their Imams were
us\mlly living in the guise of Sufic shaykhs, of whom at that time
there was a large number in all Tslamic countries. Many of the
especially under the Safavids, held high posts, intermarried with
the royal house, ctc. References to (hem are really found. £

enl literature, but the difficulty is that they were kno
¢ life under quite different names, which the sectari
preserve, and now it is not easy to ni




father whom he met there.

Persian Tsmaili works very often contain mention of this or
that Imam; but those works which are known are either dogmatic,
or controversial, or poetical in their contents, and therefore do
not care about dates. Therefore not much could be expected from
purely literary research, and I always dreamt of a possibility of
visiting the localities in Persia and elsewhere, in which the Tsmailis
still live, in order to collect oral tradition, and, if available, survey
the remains, such as tombs and other monuments, Such opportit.
nity was at last given to me by some of my friends, in 1937, and I wasit
able to investigate the matter on the spot. Tt appears that there
is no oral tradition worthy of record; but, to my great surprise,
there were several monuments of great value in the form of tomb-
stones on the graves of several early Imams. This paper gives o
brief account of my finds, which furnish several reliable dates,—
so far all that is available. With the help of these, research in
Persian medival history may elucidate different references and
allusions in historical works which without this information would
remain obscure. o P : -
It is a great pity that the custom, or ‘fashion’, in designs ol
tombstones followed fanciful rules which would appear to us
utterly illogical. Inscriptions on the tombs of humbie and poor
people would indicate, e.g,, that under it lies a certain Fatima,
daughter of so-and-so, of such-and-such village, who died on such
and-such a date, i.e. all particulars about the date and the name of
& person, of no importance whatever. B




d instead
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precautionary invocations of blessings upon the ‘fourteen ma‘giims’
and a few versified pious platitudes about the frailty of the world,

eto.

Before coming to Persia I visited Kerbela and Najaf, in a hope:
of finding information about the Imams who were buried there.
The results were rather disappointing: the cemeteries both in
Kerbela and Najaf are run on business lines, and if relatives of those
who are buried there cease to take interest, the grave disappears.
Walking amongst the tombs I rarely saw any dated inscription
earlier than fifty years ago. The majority were quite new, a few
years old. It was impossible for me to enter the sacred com-
pounds, and it was also impossible to find a reliable and intelli-
gont man who could go there for me and bring complete information.
But it appears from all my inquiries that no Persian Ismaili Imam
was buried in Kerbela. In Najaf there are only the graves of Shah
Khalilu'l-lah (murdered in Yazd in 1233/1818), and ‘Ali Shah (died
in Bombay in 1302/1885),—with their relatives.2

In the valley of Alamut, where one may expect to find the
graves of some of the Imams who resided there, no tombs are known.
It is quite possible that the contemporaries of the Imams of Alamut,
knowing how precarious was their own position, buried their Imams
secretly, leaving no outward signs. But it is also possible that
such graves existed, but were ruined by the Mongols, In Persia
practically every old village always has an Imdm-zada, as it is
briefly called, really magbara’ Imdm-zida, or a grave of a descendant
of the Imams. In Alamut there also are sacred graves of this kind.
And it is quite possible that some of them may really contain not
the remains of one of the innumerable sons of Imam Rida of

B0 ol o T o o Tohvon aatincte
Imn o not. recognize as Imams all tho Ithna-‘ashari St i
far as-Sadiq. The appearance of their names is entirely due to the tagiyya
ipley Decause ft was, and.atill is, the general practice in Pezaia to mention
names on all tombs of importanc
. Ammugh tho Traqi govermiment wniely advertise the ‘attractions’ or
ir country, in the form of ph ces of antiquarian mteren 1 found to o
that '.ha olice of Ni o po t to harrass the visitors. U
Eeg\uxdmg ohs \mwr rom the imaginary danger of ¢
% uomplqteh' p‘_x:xenﬁ the student from coming.
with




suc d by after his death. There is no d

to the lood.lty in which the Tmams were living at that
time. Perhaps the only indirect, and rather elusive testime
that which can be derived from the intentionally obscure references.
scattered in the works of the famous Persian poet, Nizari Quhi-
stani, who flourished towards the end of the VIIth/XIIIth c., and
in the begmmng of the next. In his work, Safar-nama, in mathnawi
verse, he gives his route from his native Khiisp and Birjand to the
present Southern provinces of Caucasus.* It is possible to conclude
from what he says that it was there that he met with the Imam.
Nothing so far is known as to whether there are any graves of the
Tmams in that locality.2

How long, and where exactly the early Imams were residing in
Adharbayjan,—remains unknown; but it appears that probably
about two hundred years later, i.e. by the middle of the ix/xv c.,
they were settled in the arid and hilly track of the territory lying
between Qum and Sultanabad, NW from Isfahan, in the districts
of Fardhin and Mahallat. The locality and always was, very
thinly populated, partly occupied by predatory nomad tribes; ail
this made it suitable for the residence of those who had reasons to
avoid much publicit

The locality F rocky chains and arid valleys
bearing the traces of extensive prime 1 volecanic activity. The
main valley, along the salt viver which ultimately reaches Qum,
has many large villages, such as Mahallat. Nimawar, Diljan, ete.
Towards the North- \\ estern side lies a plain, a depresslol\
between different mountainous regions, the 1*flﬂxn of Sultanabad,
swhich in remote past most probably was a great lake. The low
parts of it are still occupied by a salt marsh. In one of the ‘bays’
of this ancient lake, in the South-Western corner, at the foot of .l
steep though not very high range, stands the ancient village of
Anjudan,® which probably was the first place of residence of the

’)psrentl a unique copy of this w und in the excellent MS. of
the le iyyat of tho puem- ol Boske of Nighét I 9(1’ burg (now Lenin
cad). Iz mu remans mpuhnﬂmh Cf. W, Ty 1 Gt fo. Entith
poems he glorifles “Shamet i Nimriiz \Al, e
parently the same person is elusively alluded

:ms undet the nume of Sharafu'd-din ki ae

2 Teis mulenhl thet xlill under the Timurides some a‘umreuu
X 1 i h“dnd‘:n' l:very dzm Iuwm na it
prmq eu period, Qdsimi
(. 8357/ 14814) u




emerges on same Sultanabad
difficult. path betwean the two villages,
but_ordinaril yn.cu’c\ntoumoduﬂaeﬂ Shahwa
sawiiran,? then to Ibrdhimabad, all three lymg on the new Q
Sultanabad motor road. ¥rom Ibrihimabad there is about hal
a day’s riding distance to Kahek. From Anjuddn fo Sultinabad it
is about 25-30 miles. To Kahak—about 35-40. A similar distance
to Mahallat, and from the latter to Kahak—about 25 miles. Al
these dxstanch are in reality much smaller, if straight lines are
considered.
The village of Mahallat is & modern place, and apparently has
become connected with the Imams during only the latest period,
namely the XIXth c.

Anjudan apparen village even long ago, as can
n fiom the numerous rui ecially on the upper part of

Two ufth(m are Ismai
; the latter s
about twenty .y
It is quite possible that it 2lso was @ place of burial of Ismailis, but
later on was turned into an “ Imam-zada . Cf. Plate IIT.
lenm is an imposing octagonal
de appears as conical, There
de it is whitewashed, and there
It papnl.xr ¢ called ‘Shah Qalandar’;—why
—10 one could explain. It contains the grave of Shah
lah the Second, well known in the history of the »
propaganda in India, In the middle of the chamber there
i3 a wooden coffer-lik X', carved. Most probably
it was painted when m\v but now it is in a poor state of repair, the
colours are gone, and the le.ten or ornamentation are obliterated in i

secently, the iu 1 fs ot mads public (€1t i utilizadiat all fox those
snaps which remain confidential). The new editions of maps of Persia not
ouly retain ol the mistakes, omi: i perversions of the old ones, but
mugment these eryors by adding to them ‘scholarly’ appearance, through
(il introduction of accents on the names. This is apparently done by con-
pletely wnqualified elexks possessing not even an clementary knowledge
ses; grammaty o the seography:of the court
map—Kiagral (). Loth here and in the v
of the hills, ete. nu pure fantasy. As
rtant villages are omitted.




o top edge on all sides is beau
the ngl-nnftomtbeOotm At the short
is written : ‘wrote this the humble nlnve ‘Abdu’l-Jalil .
ﬂhﬁbh) in 885 (A.H., i.0. 1480)"2 Thus it would be
infer that this box was erected in 885/1480 most probably
nﬁ:er the death of Tmam Mustangir, on his grave, by the order of
his son and successor.

Not far from the mausoleum of ‘Shah Qalandar’, behind the
old mosque, there is an old burial ground situated in a gmrd.en in the
middle of which stands the mausoleum of ‘Shah Gharib’, as it is
locally called. The place presents the sight of utter desolation and
neglect. Excellent carved marblo tombstones, some of which. are
more than three hundred years old, are ¢ about unprotected
from elements, upset, moved from their original places, many of
them broken. The mausoleum itself, an octagonal domed strue-
ture of the usual pattern, is in a precarious state. Cf. Plate IIL.

In addition to the grave of Shah Gharib there are five more
graves inside of the building, and several outside, partly in a special
adjoining structure, now lying in ruins, and partly just at the sides.
Tombstones are fixed in the walls, in a standing position, which
better preserves the stones than the usual horizontal one. The
central grave has no tombstone, but is covered, as in the mausolenm
of Shah Qalandar, with & gundig, of carved wood. So closely it
resembles the first that there can be little doubt that both are the
wWork of one and the same artist. The carvings contain the usual
sitra Ya-sin, an invocation of blessings upon the fourteen ma‘gims,
and thythmically repeating orament with square syasticaike
combination of four words, ‘Ali. In one place it is clearly written :
“this is the box (sundag) of Shah Mustansic bi'l-1ah, the son of Shah
‘Abdu’s-salim, Written on the 10th of Muhnx’mm 904" (i.e. the

29th August, 1498).3 The name of Shih Gharib (which, by the way,
undoubtedly is a surname, not a proper name of a person), does not
appear anywhere. As there cannot be much doubt about the local

1.Gf. Plate T1 and Plate IT, 3.
Al e ol o e e b g G (V)
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an Imam himself. Personally I wi ould be inclined to
ﬂmﬂ%{dsmﬁhﬂibmﬂﬂnmﬁm

of the the Imams
Shah Gharib js: Nara'd-din (also ca.!.led Bi Dhm- ‘An) M ri
Mirza, Dhiv'l-figar ‘All, Naro'd-dahr ‘All, Khaliln’l-1h, and Ni
As the mmduq on the grave of Shak Gharb is ds.ted the 10th Mn-

harram 904, we may believe that he died towards the end of 903/
1498. The last Tmam Nizér, as we will see presently, was buried.
in Kahak, in 1134/1722. Thus we have six generations for abont

Shah ‘Abdu’s-salim, the son of the first Mustangir
1ah, is not known. There are several more graves of different
persons in the same but, very ly, their
names are given in the same ‘poetical’ way, isolated, and, cartmnlv,
none of them contains any direct ind
regarded as an Tmam i
the right corner, oppos

val

Amiri azam e H mé (2) Khalilwldah Miri khash
Hmsa’xl who rhe(l '1( the age of 68 on the 2nd. of Ramadan 1043/2-
1634; Nari Ds f g ; Shah K.thIlu’l—
lah th ax 190 -1 0) Imd Mahin Mirza
(d. 6th Shawwal 1081/l /1) Behind the mausoleum, in an
additional chamber, now in ruins, there are grayes of a cert:
Ibrahim (d. 1069/1658-9) and Niru'd-dahr Khalilw'llah (d. the
8th Rajab 1082/10-11-1671). Cf. Plate T, 1.

Tt is quite obvious that all these persons were members of on
and the same family, and that they were descendants of Mustansi
bi'l-lah (I11), who died just before the beginning of 904/1498. Itis
strange therefore that nobody was buried here for nearly 140 years,
which roughly coincide with the rise of the Safawids, the long reign
of Tahmasp, and the brilliant period of ‘Abbas I. Most probably.
the leading members of the family were living elsewhere,—perhaps
in the provinee of Kerman ?

Of the names which are found in the traditional pedigree we
find here two only,—Naru'd-dahr and Khalilu'l-1ah, two times the
former, and three times the other. The most valuable is the oxpres.

Shah Khalilu'l-lah the Second’ (who died in 1090/1680). If
the. , this clearly implies two things, namely f
oﬁdm;oertu;hhne,m I;h:‘}thlerewume&;b
irst. s it is. fectly certain tl
the first Khalilu




 that Khallu'Lgh (d%/m) :emymi:ﬁ In
myktheumeuthelmm ﬂ'lﬁqlr'AJl
expression most probably is not
surname.

an
50, he was born about 975/1567 Therefote only:h ut

70 years (from 003/1498) remain for the period of two Imams,—
Bi Dharr and Murad Mirza. It may be added that Imam-Quli
Dizbadi, who used the fakhallus Khaki, in his poems refers to
Tmam Nuru’d dahr, whom he calls the son of Dhii’l- ﬁan (314),
but i in another place—the son of Khalil (274). From this it iz quite

s original name was really Khalilul-

. The same poet, who wWas a contemporary of these Imams,
alludes to Anjudan as their place of residence (88).I In my intro-
duction to the edition of Imam-Quli's Diwan (p. 13), I suggested
that according to the text of the poems it is possible to conclude that
Shah Ni i
The dates on the graves thus completely agree with this assumption.

There are many old graves in the compound, but the oldest
of these seems to be that of & certain Zaynu'd-din ‘Al ibn Husayn
ibn Khuashnam b Anjudani), who died on the
Rab. I 961/4-2-1554. 4 i
on the graves of the Imams would be as precise in their indications
as to the name of the person buried there!

There are in Anjudin apparently no other buildings associated
with the memory of the Imams. Their palaces are gone long ago,
although their site is still shown. At present it is occupied with
houses of peasants. Some tanks with borders of hewn stone, and
some water channels, are attributed to the ty of the Tmams.

But, in fact, there are no inscriptions, and it is a common thi
Persia (and elsewhere) that every building of note, the real founder
of which is forgotten, is attributed to quite a different person whao,
for some reason, impressed popular memory much more than the
real builder of the monument.

The people of Anjudan, who are Persians, at present have very
little connection both with Kahak and Mahallat. Their chief
market is Sultanabad, or even Qum, with which communications
(by motor car) are miich easier than with the former two villages,
situated behind several chains of hills.

Passing to Kahak, one finds it to be a very poor and small
village of twenty or twenty-five houses. There are signs, however,

1 Diwan of Khaki Khorasani, ed. by W. Ivanow, Bombay, | l
refer to the verses, which are numbered from the bﬁglnn‘nl’




Plate V.
e Immxmwmwmﬂafﬁavﬂm‘
soleum of Shith Nizdr, as it is locally called.
usual Perma.n mausoleum type, being composed of several
each contai 1

here,—an exceptmnally ThE form of link wici] Lndla.

"As one enters the garden by a rustic looking gate, he finds
himself in a compound with several quite modern graves. The
building stands on a sort of a pldtform erected on the slope of
the hill, so that its further side rises some ten feet above the level
of the garden. As may be seen on the plan, the building consists

veral chambers, as is the usual case with Sufic mausoleums all

er Persia. The chambers are open towards the garden, and only:
as the outer wall. The main chamber,—

i the one marked with

‘B on the plan. It is whitewashed, and contains no inscriptions.
In some niches in the wall there are differ nt objects often found in
i r mausoleums, such as a la or a sort of * candle

stick’ of monumental dnm nsion: fiit fat is burnt: loose
leaves of the Coran white st 8 and some
1

an

abs with |nscnnuon~4 inset

he left one is that of Shih

Nizi an elew\‘ which is carved on it it i tutcd

that l-e dxed on Wednesday the 4th of the month of sacrifice, i.e.

i r really the 1ith evening) of Sept.

it are given. In the right

corner of the ¢l ber there is another slab. on which it is said that

it vefers to Mirzi Shah Khalilul-lah who died in 1155/1742. Most

px-olmbly he was the son of Aqd Nizar, but not an Imam, because

there is no Imam with that name until the heginning of the
NII/XIXth ¢, Cf. Plate T, 2.

It is worth noting that thie wooden doors which are still in
fairly good ccudnuon in this chamber, ave artistically carved, and
dated 1139/1720.

The ant: aml r of this voom, through which one enters |
ausoleum of Shiih A’ on the plml), contains six

of fowr ave covered with tombstones beaving ins
“Ali Akbar (d. 1126/1714); Mirza Taliba (d.
; ?) (d. 1111/1699): and Mir:

Y tom!




5 o) e ‘Rab. II 11
“an anonymous Sayyida, d. 1115/1703; Shamsa, d. the.
1139/10-4-1727; Sayyid Ibrahim, d. in the same year;

graves, of ‘are dated 1114/1702 and 1129/1717.

Behind this chamber there is a small one, which contains i
open grave, covered with & sort of a plain wooden box. A piece
an inscribed tombstone is inset near it in the wall, The fragment
does not contain the name of the person, but the date is given as
1155/1742.

The last chamber (D) is 2 sort of a porch, and is partly divided
into two. There are several graves, with and without inscriptions,
apparently of servants of the Tmams, and not members of their

Approximate plan of the mausoleum of Shak Nizar in Kahak.

road
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garden
family. Some of them belong to Indian followers who most
probably died here while on a pilgrimage. Such are those of Aqi
Nihal, dated the 19th Safar 1135/20-11-1722; Kamadiyd Muham-
mad, d, 1209/1794.5; Kamadiya Datardind Wandani of the Dar-
khna jama‘at, d. 1217/18031 Also the graves of a certain Khwaja

1 As Khojki type is not available, and, apart from this, very few students
can read it, I give theso inscriptions in the Nagari transliteration, which g
?rap-red for me, and the quotation transiated into English, by my Kho

riends to whom I acknowledge my indebtedness:
qrEn: SRS e smdsT: el A

e AT 39 AM: AW 99 A T
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of preservation. One of them is in K
msllagx\mhi(dhd) on the 1st of Posh 1866 (of the Sam:

—ie.

Looal inhabitants show the gardens which belonged to the ho

the Tmam, in which there is a stone platform, made in the fo
of a large table, Tt stands in o depression, which, as they a&y,
on different occasions filled with water so that the takf, or pl \‘.fom,
would form an island. Aqa Nizir used to sit on it while recei
his guests, who were seated on the other side of the water, amidst
flower beds. Cf. Plate V, 2.
On the top of a hill spur which dominates the village on the
South, there is an old dilapidated fortified enclosure, of the usual
type, originally built of raw stone with clay. Now the clay is
washed away, and stones lie in irregular heaps. No inscriptions or
any objects of historical interest are found on the spot. It is
possible, when looking from the fort down upon the village, to
distinguish traces of old foundations. At the entrance of the village
there is still a typical ‘ country 1 ’s house’, now &
and uninhabited, in which until two (Ic—mde@ or 80 aﬂo some relatives
of the first Agha Khan were livin

It is obvious that the misfortunes which overtook Persia in
the second quarter of the XIT/XVITIth c. and later, and which have
thrown the country into a state of prolonged chaos, badly affected

£ i i n Kahak and elsewhere. For

or even later, the Imams
evldemlv dul not reside in rhese localities. This circumstance most
probably explains the fact that although the memory of Aga
Nizar is still preserved by the local inhabitants, they are quite |
unable to give any particulars about the Tmams after him, until
the time of Hasan ‘All Shah, the first Aqa Khan. They know that
the father of the latter was Shih Khalilw'l-lah, who was murdered
in Yazd, Butnobody could tell me what was the name of the father 4
of this Shah Khalilwl-lah. 3
'he Imams of the subsequent period so far remain rather
shadowy figures. Most probably they occupied the office only for
short periods of time, and were not seftled at some particular place.

acdina, Wandani of Darkhana jund'at ceached the presence
fhb (—Frldn the 11th Ashad, 1859, accordir
Eﬁmn era, or 1217 Hijri'.

EinCin BEPEERE i i




but it is obvious that this was approximately the last q

XII/XVIIIth c. Indian tradition gives as the dm of his deaﬁ; y

1194/1780, and this may be near the truth.
In the Mushtagiyya in Kerman, which is the mausoleum of the
famous Sufi, Sayyid Mushtaq ‘Alf, and is a conspicuous landmarle
, 'there is an anonymous grave which is supposed to be
that of Sayyid Abi’l-Hasan. As is known, Sayyid Mushtaq ‘Ali
was murdered by fanatical mullas in 1204/1790, for his alleged
heretical utterances. The place is a small necropolis, of the usual
Persian type, with a garden and rooms for darwishes nside. In the
same chamber in which \[mhhnq is buried there are several graves,
amongst which the most prominent is the tomb of Haji Mirza M
hammad Husayn Khan, the governor of Kerman, who died in
Sha‘ban 1 1788. The grave attributed to Sayyid
on the left side from tl\ s, nearer to the entrance.
It is cov ened with a gre: lal i inseri
Tt is impossible, indeed, to be quite certain about this half forgotten
tradition, which, however, seems to be pr bable.

Tt is quite possible that Sayyid Abu'l-Hasan Kahali was the
governor in and about 1175/1761. re is another building in
Kerman which apparently is al Vil im. Abont a
hundred yards from the Mushtagiyya, which stands on the ground.

i just outside the ancient

N g nal mausoleun,
of the s vpe. viginally quite imposing, it is now in
an utterly ne ditio du below tlxe coume there is
« wide panel containing an cleg s
possible to determine that it wals built i 1760, oven the
grave of Fakhr g d Abd'l-Hasan,
who died in 11/0/1 7 in her early 3 utl. ome other people,
appazently wembers of the sawe family, were later on buried in
the same mausolewm. It is really sad to see the condition in whiel
this monument is at present: the graves are desecrated, bones
thrown about, the earth dug up, the walls damaged and

collapse : and the place is used as a latrine by fpnsaers by
into tbe reauon for such u state of thlngs, ound that tl

aadiyya), in their zeal for * improvements.”
7 5 years old domed structure for aurvkhm‘




¥ 8
le! in the city of Kerman, and also in the towns :

of Shabri Babak an Sirjan. Visiting these placeamD

I found that although in several villages in the vicinity of |

Bibnk some two hundred families of the Tsmailis are still

Imams, although only 150 years huve elapsed. In ehe town
spacious area is shown which according to oral tradition was the
property and the place of residence of the Imams. At present all
the houses are gone, and the place is occupied by many families:
of peasants. A Husayniyya® and a wosque are shown. They are
upposed to be associated with the Iniams, and apparently long ago
were quite imposing buildings. At p sent only the mosque is to
some extent preserved; bundles of votive rags to some parts
of wooden lat show that in the ¢ of th al inhabitants the
place still preserves some vestig
P of the Imams or ers of thei muuhe are known
in either of the di; Shahri Babak and It is quite
ble that some of the Imams were buried in \a]al Decause this
gradually growing custom of the time. As is known, the
of Shah Khe h, who was killed in Yazd in 1233/1818,
was mk(n to Najaf. F the Agha Khan, Hasan “Al
s is known, is buri . i grandson, ‘Al
also buvied in Naja
One of the most interesting parts of Persia, connected with the
eaxly period of Ismailism, is Khorasan, and especially Qa’in. Many
graves dating from five and more centuries are found in the vieinity.
A proper s of these, before they are des d by man and
time, perhaps may bring to light some links with the early Imams.

1 The amount of ruin of the ancient and old buildings in Persia, resulting:
from the official enthusiasm of the difforant municipal 3
Theso gentlemen have no senso of proportion, 1o marcy..n
memory of the historical past. Tombstones from old ceme
Iy used for pavemants, bricks of ancient monuments are u
bmldhlg»l. e goneral appearanco and siyle of the old cit

5ly rere exceptions amongst the much boasted
st forms of destruction, Tho ‘archeologi
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